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east of Golfito. A skirmish with Panamanian police ensued,
and the "invaders" were taken prisoner. In March a second
Costa Rican expedition met with the same fate.
When the news of this crisis reached the League offices
the Secretary General, Sir Eric Drummond, wired at once
for information. In reply the Panamanian government
asked Drummond to inform the Council that Costa Rica
had violated the national frontiers of the Isthmian Repub-
lic, and a request was made for application of sanctions
against Costa Rica in accordance with the terms of tibe
Covenant.31 In the meantime President Harding had
rather forcefully urged upon both countries the mediation
of the United States.32 Foreign Minister Alejandro Alvar-
ado Quiros of Costa Rica seized upon this to saucily in-
form the League that the dispute was "virtually resolved"
'thanks to the intermediation of the United States.33 With
this the League, as J. Fred Rippy puts it, "beat an almost
indecorous retreat/'34 Drummond "congratulated" both
nations that their dispute was so amiably in the process of
settlement.35
This tongue-in-check hypocrisy of the World Organiza-
tion, as expressed in the foregoing message of the Secre-
tary-General, left Panama displomatically stranded and at
the charity of the United States. And the United States was
not disposed to be charitable toward the Panamanian
views, which snubbed the finding of the U.S. Arbitrator in
1914. The Harding Administration was adamant that
Panama "fully comply with her international obliga-
tions,"36 i.e., carry out the Loubet Award in accordance
with the interpretation placed upon it by the North
American Chief Justice White, to which Panama was
bluntly reminded she had agreed in advance! When Presi-
dent Belisario Porras took the unusual step of asking Presi-
dent Harding to overrule Secretary of State Hughes, who